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9. Research Initiatives Bangladesh (RIB’s)
Research Initiatives Bangladesh (RIB’s) activities on RTI law for the year 2023

1. Day observations

Rally and discussion meetings were organized in 6 working districts to mark observations of
Women’s Day on 8™ March, Labour Day on 01 May, World Environment Day on 05 June.
There were mass gatherings during rallies. In these events discussions were made on importance
of RTI to governance system which ultimately leads to protection and promotion of rights of
women, workers. Additionally, participants in these events discussed about importance of
preserving environment and dealing with issue of climate change and how RTI can be used to
tackle problems that emanates from environment and climate change issues.

2. Exchange learning visits

There were multiple exchange visits among districts with several RTI enthusiasts that took place
in the year 2023. During these visits, RTI enthusiasts had opportunity to exchange views on their
works on RTI as well as learnt on the techniques of making right kind of RTI requests, strategy
to mitigate challenges, those may come along following submission of RTI requests.

3. Courtyard meetings in villages

Courtyard meetings were held in villages of working districts to promote RTI at grassroot level.
The meetings were attended by the common people of the villages who mostly consist of local
traders, school and college teachers, journalists, women, farmers, women leaders, CBOs
representatives, daily wage earners, home makers, local leaders and workers. The purpose of
these meetings was to promote RTI and increase its use among the grassroots people and after
the meetings were held it has been observed that the use of RTI has been increased among the
grassroot people from those areas.

4. Monthly meetings of group members (RTI activists)

During the year 2023 several monthly meetings with RTI group members and enthusiasts were
conducted through participatory process, discussions focusing on issues those were derived
through monthly exercise of newspapers scanning as well as existing local pertinent issues or
problems in the relevant working districts are taken.

5. Dialogue between Government authority and RTI Activists, enthusiasts on functioning
of RTT in working districts

Many Dialogue meetings were organised between government authorities and RTI activists as
well as general publics in the year 2023. These meetings were organised in Rajshahi, Dinajpur,
Rangpur, Bogura, Nilphamari and Moulvibazar districts, in these dialogue meetings government
officers, civil society members and RTI activists from above-mentioned districts participated.
The objective of the dialogue meetings were to create a space for demand and supply side to
interact freely, at the same time to inform government officers about the challenges RTI activists
are facing while submitting RTI requests in their offices, these meetings also served as a good
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mechanism to remove fear from citizens mind; exchange of experiences between demand and
supply side also opened the windows of opportunities for existing users to increase use of the law
as well as new activists to emerge.

6. Interactive theatre on RTI

In the year 2023 interactive theatre on RTI were organised in Dinajpur and Moulvibazar. A
drama script on RTI was prepared and it was presented before large number of audiences by
performing actors. These events were quite successful because a large number of people could
easily connect to the script (prepared on how they are faring in their daily lives) and at the end of
the drama a discussion was initiated as to where we are now in terms of governance system and
what needs to be done to bring a systemic change in the country. In each district the public
drama took place in open place and there were gathering of nearly 300-500 people who received
messages on RTIL.

7. National Seminar

A national seminar was held in Dhaka at the end of July 2023. There were nearly 60 participants
comprising of representatives from civil society, journalists, RTI activists from 6 districts,
human rights defenders, representatives from NGOs, bureaucrats and former Chief Information
Commissioner, Convener of RTI Forum participated in the event. The seminar was organized to
disseminate findings of a just concluded project. A meaningful discussion took place where
participants spoke about their experiences of using RTI in their daily works and how it has
evolved as a necessary tool for establishing transparency, accountability as well as the challenges
those mired effective use of RTI regime in Bangladesh.

8. Book and leaflet publication on RTI

RIB published a total of 500 books on Use of RTI and 1000 leaflets on RTI and its related theme
was printed in the year 2023 and disseminated to the large number of publics. We are confident
that the published book is going to be very useful to the readers because it covers all possible
issues and matters under the RTI law relating to demand side (general people), supply side
(designated officers) and adjudicatory body (information commission). This book gives
comprehensive idea on RTI along with a global picture of RTI and a kind of hands on resource
material to self-educate on concept of RTI.

9. Road Show and information fair on RTI to celebrate Right to Information Day

A road show and information fair on RTI was organized by RIB in Dinajpur and Moulvibazar
Districts. That while covering various Upazilas in these districts’. Participants were able to
spread message and awareness on RTI as well as discussed on the process of filling RTI to
concerned authority. Through this attempt approximately thousands of people were able to
receive messages and learn about RTI. This was regarded by most people as one of the effective
mechanisms for spreading awareness on RTI law. The road show was comprised of local folk
songs on RTI and discussion program. There was participation by the government offices in
these programs. Through these events it was possible to disseminate knowledge on RTI law and
motivate people for greater use of the law to increase demand.




10. RTI Resource Centre

RTI Resource Centre in Dinajpur district has been established by local RTI activists voluntarily,
these RTI activists are closely working with RIB. Such resource centers have been established to
answer queries on process of drafting and filling RTI, development initiatives, social service as
provided by government and any other information which needs to be given including assisting
in filling RTI application. At resource centre activists make people aware about RTI law and
helping them in filling up RTI form, appeal and complaint and keeping records of it. That
resource centre has been prepared in a way to display some good number of information on
service related matters from government to the general public.

11. RIB adopts following process to promote RTI law in Bangladesh

. Build the capacity of prospective RTI users to use RTI i.e. Right to Information Act on
service delivery, accountability and transparency issues;
Support and facilitate the filing of applications;

. Help deepen the process of RTI by addressing core issues of accountability and
transparency,

. Continuous interaction between government and citizen through participation at various
events which helps in reducing the gap and improve relationship between the two sides.
Documentation and dissemination of the results derived through RTI requests fillings.




8. The Carter Center

Right to Information activities completed by The Carter Center, 2023

The Carter Center worked closely with the Information Commission, Bangladesh, and local civil
society partners to continue implementing its project titled Advancing Women’s Right of Access
to Information in Bangladesh. The Carter Center implemented the following activities in the
target districts of Sylhet, Satkhira, Khagrachari, and Rajshahi.

1. Observance of International Right to Information Day:

The Carter Center partnered with the Information Commission to organize a national event
celebrating International Right to Information Day on September 28, 2023. Together, The Carter
Center and the Information Commission distributed 20,000 promotional posters across 64
districts to various partners, including AS, ACD, IDEA, TUS, two city corporations, and the
Cabinet Division to raise awareness about the importance of free access to information and
promote it among the public.

2. Awareness-raising events for CSOs in target districts

Throughout the year’s programming, the Carter Center, along with local partners TUS, IDEA,
ACD, and Agrogoti Sangstha, engaged in several activities to increase access to information for
women among civil rights society organizations and relevant individuals. These activities
included courtyard meetings, public service announcements, school campaigns, street dramas,
awareness-raising campaigns, and lessons learned and sharing workshops.

3. Courtyard meetings

During this period, the Center’s local partners continued to host courtyard meetings to promote
the right of access to information in local communities. These meetings provide women with a
greater understanding of the right to information, an opportunity to directly file information
requests, and they also aim for the attending women to be more proactive in seeking information
in service providers’ offices using the application form. Altogether, 392 meetings for 4,122
participants took place.

4. Radio programs with local officials

In Satkhira, Public Service Announcements (PSAs) continued to serve as a very effective
medium to reach the wider population to increase their knowledge about women’s right to
information. PSAs were broadcast in Satkhira on Radio Nalta. Over the year, Radio Nalta in
Satkhira aired PSAs reaching over 70,700 listeners. Further, these PSAs were posted on Radio
Nalta’s Facebook page, so that they can be accessed at any time. Through the PSAs, the listeners
received information about the Right to Information Act (RTI) and where and how to apply for
information.
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5. School campaign on RTI

IDEA has organized 10 School campaigns on RTI and climate justice in the Sylhet district. A
total of 651 Students were presented at those events. The objective of the event was to share the
Right to Information Act 2009 and citizen services among students. The student is the future
leader of the country, and every student and youth should learn the usability of the Right to
Information Act. Bangladesh's government has incorporated the Right to Information Act into
the education curriculum. To make a massive practice of the RTI act advancing women's rights
access to information in Bangladesh organizing many activities.

6. Street drama

In Satkhira, AS organized street drama and songs at the community level to raise awareness in
the community about the Right to Information (RTI) Act. In the event, more than a hundred
community people participated. The Right to Information Act is a powerful tool that enables
citizens to access information held by public authorities. By promoting awareness about this act
through drama and song, people become more aware of their rights and are empowered to seek
information and hold the government accountable.

7. Engaging youth

In Satkhira, two-day long training on climate justice and the right to information were held in
November and December 2023. Fifty-eight youths from Kalaroa, Asashuni, and Tala upazilas of
Satkhira district participated in this training. Mr. Abdus Subar Biswas, executive director of

Agrogoti Sangstha gave the opening speech of the training. Mr. Jaharul Islam, District
Information Officer, and Al Mamun, Project Coordinator of the AWRTI project were the
resource persons in the training.

8. Officer of Carter Center assist women seeking access to information

During this reporting period, the Officer of Carter Center continued its work in all four target
districts, supporting women in seeking access to information, working closely with local
partners, and communicating with local governments. Over this quarter, the Tottho Bondhus and
partner NGOs helped women file a total of 684 specific requests for information, out of which
660 (96%) had already received a response.
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