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Proactive Disclosure
Tlhere are maln~y1wo ways of providing information held by publilc bodies or other aumorites 10
1he members of 1he publlic. The ~lrst one is when indirvidual members of the publilc submiit
requests for and receive informa1ion i.e. reactive disc~osure. The second one is ·when information
ils made pulblic at the initiative- of the publ~c body or other au~holify, wilbhout any reqoest being1
~iled by anry person. ~t may simply be- ,defined as making records publicly availlablle ·without
waiung for specific requests. It means fne practice- of providing public information iin Umely
manner throug1haccesslole means wrthout any request for info11rnauon.This practice is known as
proactive dsdosue and the result ~sproacUve trans.parency whlch can be achieved by using1
any or mulltipl,emeans lnclludling publcanons, official gazettes, publ~cllyaccessole notes boards,
bi~I boards, cnizen charter! newspaper, radio and te~evis1on announcenents, posting on the
Internet websirtes, socel meda, press release or press conference, video oonferencing! SMS.
and publlic mieetings etc.

Be11,efits of Pro.active Disclosure
ProacUve Dsclosure of Information saves time, visits .and costs and faci~itates transparency and
accountabilllrty1,empowers cnizens, ensures complliance with laws .and thereby increases qua!lity
of govt. decision maklng .and people's confi denoe on qoverrmerrt For both the gove:rnment and
non-government organiizations, numerous benefits accrue from taking1the iniUative to publlish the
ilnformation they hold on a proactive basis. Proactive dsclosus ensures that me:mibers of the
pub~ic are informed about ~he laws and decisions ~hat affect them and contributes to the rule of
~aw. It facillitates more accountable spend Ing of publl~c funds and promotes integr~ty in
,governm,ent. Disclosure of data and policy documents ensures that the public has the
ilnformation needed to participate in poHcy .and decision-malkingt. IDisse:m1inationby public bodies
of intormalion about how they function helps ~hepublic access qovernment servces.
llhe riise of the Internet has ·further enhanced transparency by making large-scalle publiication of
,governm,ent data possilb!l,e at ~ow cost A. further benefit of proactive dsolosue is that it
encourages better nformalion manag:em,entj, iimproves a public authorltv'e internal! information
nows, and thereby oontributes to increased effiicienc.y. In countries with access to information
regimes, proactive discllosrure has another benent, which is to reduce the burden on pub~ic
admiinistraUon of having1to process requests for infomi ation that may be filied under the right to
ilnformation llaw..
From the viewpoint of members of the publi:c, the automatic availabi~ity of information ensures
tim,ely access to inlormabon and helps to ersue that there s equality of access 1o all without
the need to file requests. A significant advantage of' proactive dlsclosurej, partiicufarfy when lhis
becomes automa1ic and close to reel-tme, is that it becomes harder for public officials to
subsequent~ deny the ex1istenceot or to maripuate, the information.
Another important benefit of proacnve disclosure is that it gives some protection to applicants
from weaker seqments of society for whom ~t is often a hazardous activrty to actually request
information that oould expose powerful! ves1ed interests. If such information Is proactively
availalbl'.e, then i1 can be downlloaded or accessed anonymously. Ihs .also helps reduce
oorruption in tjhe process of de~iveryof services to the citiizens.
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Reoent trend throughout the world to recognize tti,e
citizens' light to information vindiicates ~he veracity of
polliti:cal sel~ of the humanlkind and that is for freedom
and fair pllay for the people ~iving in a pol ftical system.
The relafion be1vveen the state and the indlivildual or ths
people, in general; is best determ ned by the values of
democracy which ascertain ~henotion 'Democracy iis a
qoveromem in which everybody has a shere". llhis share
can be realiiz,ed by the rights one enjoys in a state.
Professor H.J Laski opnes [IS1ate·iis known by the riig1hts
It maintains 11• IR·ights fulfiII the· purpose- and ·~h:e
condilions of the social entity of the human kind
Therefore, the right to know or enqullre about the
decijs1ions and policies, programmes and functions,
condilions and outcome of the sleps taken lby ths
aumormes invo~ved in steering the course· of the state to
reallizethe w,elfar,e of the people is to be ,guaranteed. lit rs
the socio-po~ittcall r~ghtof the people to get easy access
in the state of aftairs. he, or she; or they belongi to. They
should lhave this lii,glhitto know! have their say in regard
~oany deci slon ·which may affect eirtl1erthB~rind~viduaJor
publlic life. There, should be enough scope fior ~heir
assent or approval and disagree or disapprobati:on. The
essence of ~he right to information lies bere in fne
human conscience developing1 wiith the passage- of tme

Aswe· see·~befwoen 117'66and 1888 only two coimnes,
sw.eden and ,Collumbia initiated the llaw on the rright to
information which was fol lowed by 96 countries today
by 2014.. People's freedom of access 10 imor1m1aUon
when granted .and protected by II.awit i1s a legal rright
violation of wh~ch is punishable offenoe.

see page 4 •



-sri-~·r.. i1PJJ ~<f.l·M \SlrifiUJJ~ ~~ ~:W~1¢f-·R i....•

~~ ~ 4Rl \Sll~ii; ~0a·~ ~Cl~ "Glr(ii ~j ~~ ·~· ~A :a: .JC!
1

~eJ.·n. :z~1•~\!)~ "~ ~1r~·i1,~ ~ra "54·i131ifJ.~<tS·m
~,~01 ~Jzjtl<r~·I \'bli-01fitC$ ~QJJ ~·1~fil~ <IS·i91••
~~ ~-c:trcrr~·~t-tJ.c~ ·~rsr~~~t~tA~ 1~~11 \9 ··= --· '"~~ · ~

\!lf~i3:11 ~·~C~ ·~~ lift ~<f5mwBQ1 '':t~fl~~l~1C~
~~·~9Lcf~·~t 9flqii ·+~co·~ 1 ~·~ <f.l·f9f1!f
~ ~1ittt·~ ~ ifRf·~ \9 ~'ti ~ra 111~1~
c:1iill'11~1 \9 ~~f\SM 'ft~ ·t?IJ~·il~ ~fZ <f.l~·C~~ IIMii
~~ ~qs~ \Slr~ ~"lfl'4i?i @fro Wif ~ ·91nl ~ ~~
iti~1~t4i1~rm~·~ctJ c9ft~mM 1

·9fCi \!l·C~~ ·~~· fi ~~~1~ I $i1 ~lJ \S . i.......r~ ~
~ J"jMi'f<i>~· <A·C."f.IIVi I ·~TifijtiDl ~ ~om; ~J"j m ~
--.-hs=J · · ·~iWJ ~f~,.91._tf.~qsl ·9flit!l#i~~I~

~<tS·RI \Slfl~ mm~ ~~?P1~ \5Jrl.,~1(!1lt4i1~~rn
·'1Cflfti1J..01~ \SlR~ ~02tSn1 ~~ mfi1~·~Sl~~'ii, ·~~

• j~ ~etfl Cii?I \!TI C41f1G1CA I~ ·~t1Pf \6 ~Cflntml
~S\~· \5iQ~ ¥fi14r .,nffii1 "«l'~1 ·~~ ~ '.iff·'iracqs~
~~ Rfi6\!). ·4~,~· \5~ \'.Slf~ \Sfr'(c·~·Sl ~r4<f=tt
~- *'' •••J •••• ;. I"' -:::Tl~•-=:511'1 '1i"cp.nj·~JDB~ ~~ \S ~l!lt!:i1H:i·-

Grt~Cf~I

~·~ ~<tS·1?1 G«l:·Ci1Sl ~1f¢.1~ <ll\i!ii1ifl0i ~~tll~ 'l~1·C1
~~4·1 ~ ~ I ~' ~14:Di~~ft \S ~ Mi~·Cfl
b·1~1'1~-~ ~ ~9i~l"Jl{~ ~iil~Jil, \!)Qij' 4til1-i'4i~
<JSPl604~ l{rl"Biti~ Cl~ ~~-fil'1SJ4 ~ ~ l.S

~m~~ 'fttfjtij \Sl·~~cm ~ \BTI~ M114·G!I • ~
·t~~ \S l"JCb\!>ii~~ ~ ·+~I 11 ~Gl1t11.D·, ~ ~·+1~ ~i1

-- ~ ~~11~r~~' ·~ij:l1~1~l~ffWG<l~ii?~ffi \S ~

<f5~1I

\!)'~ \311~~r~ M~c~1 'f·$1 Itt1 ~ J"t~~ ,.· ....""··• · ~-.t."~
""'., .

=<fu:Q"A?At 1 ~<fll1 ~fl$h'j~~1g~ ~1ljf~ I Cll~ii, ~
<fi~·'-1Ci1?t1<nffl~rlff~·C~1l1~Q."i'.!·Ni't; ~ ·~ft::f1V1 ~
~ ~H111FU;~ J41~~, C~PF-il~~~; ~ ~~fCi1
~~1~~ =q.;lffl·cq 'ii~-ic~ ~·~tq '.(~.JIN ~~~
·'tCflft~l?ft ·:efDm ~ ~l$ II ~ ~ \SOJJ"f.l~-tti1

' .
~ ~Fbc~·~c'if?li~IM~ ~ 'l~t1JD4 ~~M \S ~

~ ~ ~AT~ I ~~ <na:,c.~ ~cij\ij~ "lf·~:<TI~~
~ \!l·1~ \!>~~ \Sli11iiiJ ~ ~ G1 '11b i"Sl~ ~l: l"Ji'lTI ifl. I

~trtcr1ft1~ ~ ~ ~<r.iR1Mt4~<tS rat~ c Rl,.
~t.~lfit<ti·,1'1~ r•~11ii ~~~ 't«t~ ~~ ~1~ ~ I ...•~ ..
i111~IGJ~ t$91·+ffi~ i ·Lt!l~ ~ ifl19ITT31 etii'f ~ -~.~ .:c '"j '"

'A •.•.•..~ .,..,Ci}ll·tfJDl l1f~ ~.91~~ I 'if·~~llltJQ4~ '39Kf
~"ftcrn ~ tj ~Cl!J1-tt1~1?1 ~~cq '1tcpfltl1~1 ~
~4l~ f<1'4Cll1~4lai $ra·~~ Cllc<P·1Ci11"·©;011rt~
C6tlJ ~ Vi<fS ~ti '1· lfil ~\!l ~ I
~ 5F. 5 :=?1iQ..A-. • '~ \STI)l]'Sl1 ~ ~' ~

·'t~~ ~ ~<JSIGJ~ ~~<rl1'1c+ \51,rAqs ,ITT @*'~1Mnr
@f5Rf ~fJl ~-rt·~,.~·l~C~ I.!>~ ~$Rl ~~ ~ \S.~

,91~ lJft t!l~ ~ ~ ~l·C1 <fi1~ <f.l~G~ 11C:>J11Jl1t~·
~~~ c11~M \§~ ~~ i5fr~ 41"?&1r~Cii~jfl-~.
·91·ft1~.'fillr~. ~ ~;. \SJPfffi \!)~ ~-~ <fl
.z1h ""'-'""" 41=<- ·' ~fi ':{Mf'fi '®i1f\S ~ \Shl(;ii I ~
~Ftl11~llft~JQ4~ran ~ ·~$ra ~~ 'S ~~ ·~J~aj?l~
·~iffi'1T .eff\!iM~~~'t.Q'J \Slli1C1~ I Cl G~(Jll '1"q~~tfPT<pifl~r
~~lffD TS~;·-U'.l~ ~~"1·~·\S, 9ITTC4J'l~ I U'.l 1~]'{'1Gl1:1\ifi1~
~t%·~~ii t~M 41C~ ~·~ ~¥Rr \Sll«~~ <U<l~?l
~ ~<1'i1'1$iil01?ll~ 1:~~~~ ·~4f[; 91~~ I

~~ernl ;tfl·9fl Cl"J~ 1 ~t.<11~·~ ~ tt fl$ ·L!1<fife; ~ iJ1~1~
~-~,<i~ii 1SlCi1¥ ~ ~~lb<f 9fBlq1~~ ~ $?1'~
·~ I ~ <itS·fG ~ "14 V11 ~ 'Pf ~'1 \511CS1~ ~ fA<ts. ~~ ~9Lcf~
~ r~m(J!l ~IJiC\!l· 911~ I i5fra \!ll ~~l~?I
P../,.n,.i_,fJ ~f?ll'fl Jiqfl'il 9Ft6li1f 'qt~ ·9iJti ~ ~4·1~
~ <n~ :<Jti1~ 'ft·~ 11 GJ1iJ?11'1r~ \6 p_. • ~ ••••--· :z

@f~.~~ii ?~ffi11 c•• ~ ~ ~<Jim i!TI~~ <U<l!JL11
l914Z.~ffif<tS·C1'1~~ ~~ ~ ~~~·I Ms@ ·~~ =>]C..ll~~1fG?l

~fliqs "8 ~~ <J1J'1ilrnl' ~fit ~ I lT-~~ 91~C~ ~·~
\Slf~ ~ 14:~ tq] i1Jk11140?J ~1fJl·S1 ~~ ~~ "' s.F3
<frt~ '.ll1(<1~M$tl1~~~~I 'L!l ~IC\Sf·~ ~·
<lJf\§'1~ ~tffi~,. ~~1<l <Jl ·~ C$leii1 'liftifJll ·i4J~~ ~
~1,(ASiiI ~t\5 ~·C~J~ ~ ~ Cl<ft 1S1Ji°ffl-!l1"Sl ~·
~ 1im II :>if~·+ \!)~Jfi5:~4i, ID'f~ ~~~ ~fQ-~'tii
,~~ \Sli{j, ~~ ~l~r?l ~~ ~~ . 1, •·· I. :c•..r---=-:a
~1Nrora- ~t~4,~?1 M'Riff1'· i~:a;rti$~ ~ 18?'~!)~1

~~ilC~?I ~C\i!l·l· <lJl·914~1Cil 'ill ~!'a '511·~1cq~ ~
4~4tti1 ~~J)J4.·ift ~ijpi\fil~ ~f~·C.1~ii t~m~
~ ~ 41~ ~~i.1 ~J.;qOaj ?I 4SlC~·~ I C$1Cii1 . =la ·•,_

~(<Tliit '* ~~ ~101~ ~-f!Ztt ~1if4t1i rift ~ f\bci.11iji.1 ?~~
·.H--cc ~ ~qs1~ \Sll~Ci1S1 ~MC~ I ~~ ~~<rtP

-- · ·· C1f ~~ ~Ml \Sll"t'R1r r:b,GI c<iR ~ ift. ll1ii~~
J ~· ~ RbliiJ L1i1 'Q;~ <rPSl'~ 911~C!fii~ 111 "'35YA .

~ipf~~ ~·C.8'I ~cf' ~~ ~ral '5~ \'.Slf~ -~ .
j ~ F1~~~1"1 \9, M~ ~ 9ii1U:Ji~i1,'ijf ~

·-·· ••
1

• ~· I ~ ~ C~ ~ 911\Slli t:'icsi1·~ ~Rl
Pr.s~••.••.~~}~1 \6 ~i~1 m ~ ~ cq~ 1

~~rf'tqsc~~ ~ ~<rm ~-~. ii11il1~'1~ "l1°,~ cii1fit If
~~ ~ft;~flfl{;Lfi~ ~ ~; dl~ "lf't~ ~~:.-•~
<ll\Sl~ II ~ ~-i()'{I ~~ \51~~1~~ 9ftli1?T1~1 "',.,p __,..

\Sf~IC1'1~ ~ 'f~~!iif·-~ \Slf~ \Eil1l:·~ \S: ~~

~iij; ~1~ii 9'Ri~; \Slirl:ii ;.n~ 11!I eii Ji~ <r.irn-,'1l"1?I4~R
©C~J1~ -s t!l~· 91Jlft~~ r; if Q'J1CfG1; ~ 1.C.1~ii,. \5Jlf'~
\Sffi,c.11t'11"-J41~·11~~ ~; ~ ,..,1 ~ Vi?I 91M~~r~ c~ "i91,.•~

j-; ~ ~; ~~ ~ ~ ~~ :lfipqM1~~<t0· , .• J"J

~.,Q ~ ·· · •"~c lt°,~ ~~1~b·<JS-e·1C·~~~ ~1iiC~ 9f~C'?l I ~~
9111'11~ ~Ml ~- ~ ~ ~·@J·C.\!) ·~ I. ~~ ~~ ~-r--,- ..n~ 91·~~1 · J~ •••••.(,JIJ I~ I~-1 ~·t1·~ fft1Sl •.•11....:. ,,,i.;.,~ b 1·~~ ~' ' N<f.i \9, '

~~<TI-'1iH~1C11 \Sl·ij~9i 9f~ ~Jifi'i~ ~' \5~
~$f~ittl$ ~ ~ ~Rf'fZ :>t~1~\fj: 9frS1 fit~
4~1, ~~· ~·~1~ ~-~. i.S ~~ Jjifrii' Mt4~1 ~~·'tcqs
?':T!i,~ . !L '"' r:. 9ff1ttt911fit ~ 1 t.1~ii-'5fff9Pr-\51~.lfl'1i ·~fJli---n111
...:c i•••..F3 ~ ~<f.ilt "(t~1~ ~ '.iJ?tl,. ~:!ltcmfq~~·~
:tl<tit-t \S ~ ~'41?1 111~ra 'l·fifGra·t ~; =.-•~ --··...:c L ; ..•• ,.

~ ~~ /<PGi~ilPQ'J ,~bHl ~,. \lffl~ \5. 1:sTiti~~~\!l<f.ifi sst (Good
Practice) ,~~ '511~~,~'QiitrDra 4?1i··,. ~~ (Bad
Practice) 'i1Ui1rooo ~·lF1i:fit ~\!J.Jrfi't ~4~?1 ~~lt~
~ ·'f~~OO ~'e.i11ICL1C-t ·~Qfi ~~ftl T'.ET~'2 ••• !L

ff~ ~C?I ~ii1·t~~11f<t51l~141 "i1~C\!)·9l1af I

·CflTt~~ "~ ':1t~ ~ ~~ ~11(/J\~
-~,~·C\!l 1$i5<tC't1'f1<i1~~ fi1~·t:P~~ <JS~C\!l·~ I
~ ~<JSMM14t4<tti· ~l1~ra lfilt11D1 ~ ~$Bl

.., Q ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~H1 Dif~q141il \!I~,~
mw~ilas~fl91C•• ·~ "it5~~~1/Ci ~~·~ <TK511!:ii1il ~ ·91ffi+fiu
~O'ill;"i ~ 4~·C~ ii'ne?I 'if·'11fl~:U'illI

J'l'qlbUJ I~ ~a4l11S?··fl~Cd11t,<fl ~ ~$IJ~·~1~~
'f·~~1 ~ 4011 '\!) tair 11'tlra \SliiJ iff if1 ii\!) I!!UJJ1\Slii 'l~l11 ~ ~
~ J ~ "(191"iflt <t5·f~~(media gatekeeper) 9i1fi ~ ~ ~~I b$
U> •.1.. _F=!< ~ ~ ~<JSRl-ii1itf11 ~"''111'1· ••n ~~~Jrsn 1 ~~

\5ff~-<f11 'fi<iJ~r~ff;~~~DD4 ~Qfi ~"°Hl-ftj1~ SJ<f· ~~
\Sfrai'111 os~ ~n¥c~·~, trm ~ ·G?Jta: ~~~1Dh1
~ ~·+1l~-Ri4t4<JS <P~(6ll'S ~ ~ \S """Tlz1 :sloc1 •

·~. RY ·F'f~q \8 ~\!ii1ifli1 qs?I~~<l I ~~·tflil~OtlJlt<f \5'~
\5lftlqsl~-<r~~:q ~ ~aic~ ~~~·nll-<r~ t"f~ '1ttr~~ 1".
~ I ~\$li1} ~ \Slftl41~ ·~0,1 ~IC~~ ~
~~c~ ~1·~·~ <JSilC~· ~ 1 CJ~ lJS.,.a, i>ran "~ ~~
\S ·L!1-'Mt.t~1~ ':1t~ .fli'Rl~~ c~ '~G.1~ ~~
-~~-- · l.. CiiJfltt~~ ~ 1©~·l<11iiI ~ ~~~

~(<Jjr~·~~· ·~ ~11c1'1~·~.,..~,~ft ·4~'~ "'ilc~ii.,.4•.&: ••
' I

'f~auDl~ 61~.J~C{l ·L!l~ ~·f!.ltq ~rnc<i-t ?~ra ~--
~ ~~~ J"tl»Jl"t;$1~ ~-~~~iiliRl ·L5Jl~·l!i-~ll5G1·i1 ·~,f14C~·~I



"4 from pa,ge 1

Most access to infomi,ation laws including 1he Riig1htto IImormaton Ac1 I 2009
{Alli Act) of Bang1lladesh have suo rnoto or proacllve diiscllosure proveone tha1
requir,e qoverrment departrents or other a.uthoriities 10 publiish certan kiinds of
orgtan lzationall ! iinstitutional ,,operational and financial! infomiatio:n, The proacflve
disclosure· of iinformation benefiits bo~h cii1izens and qoverrments. lt ig1ives
cltzens easy and regular access to updat,ed information. This m1iniimiisesthe
need for citizens to seek ntorrnanon through formal! request:s under lmorrnaton
llaws,,and thus hellps reduce the vohme of requests received by g:ov,ernm1en1
depertrnenta In the long runt proactiive d solosure hellps promote a. culture of
openness lieadiing to ctear ,and complete transparency in governrment

The Righ1 to 11nformation Act! 2009 (RTI Act) of Bangladesh has made a
mandatory provslon for proactive discllosure of information and means of
disclosure under Section 6 of ~heAc1as follows

) All i f . t' rt . E 11- d1 •I I t k d I• t" 'ti.Ja.· - m orma JIOnpe a1n1ng11Loany , eoson ·ra ·,en! procee :_1ingor ac ilVI~1
executed or proposed:
b) Authori1ty's orqanlzaflooal s111ucture.,,func1~ons of the· au~hority, du1~es
and responsibilities of i1s officers .and employees and descripti:On of the
declsion- makiing process:
c) Liist of aJll laws, acts, ordinances~ rules, regulatiions:,, notifications
directives, andmanualls etc:
d) C IIass irfiica1~onof .aJllinformation l~iing with the .authori1ty:
e) IOescription of the terms and conditions in obtaining1 any !license! perrrit
,grant,,alocanon ! con sent, ,approval or any other faciilii1iesand ag1reements
entered into_
nl Description of aJII facillirtles in order to ensure ~h,eright 10 infOnTI ation of
1he cii1izens incllud iing supply of forms, ins pecton facillirty of documents
free of charge· within tn,e affiice! supply of requested info:rmation etc:
,g} Particullars of the Designated Officers and the· Appella1,e Au~hori1iies
iincluding1 ~he rerne, designation~, address! and vvhere appliicaJb:l,efax
number and e-mal address etc:
h) llrmiport:antpailicy or decisions albng ·with reasons and causes in suoport
of these pollcles and declsiona;
ii) Reports pre pared! under thri.ssection and .aJllp ubl lcatons made by an
au~h1onity·shalll lbe made easi1lyava labl!e to the publliic a1 a reasoreble
price: and
d Mlatlers of publlic interest ithroug1hpress releases or any other method

The R1ig1htta Information (Discllosure· of llnforma1iion} Regulatiions,, 201 o has
mace mandatory provision for dsclosure of ~he folllowing lmormaton
pro actively under Reg. # .3{1) and 3(2}::

a) IIntormaton about the IOOs and 1he Appellla1e Au~horities;
b)0 rganizatiionall snuctue and fu ncnons of the authority as per AUocation
of Business:
c) 10u1iesand res ponsibri lliti1esof lts oftcers end em ployees:
d) Description of ~he declslon-rnaknq process! channe~Iof superviis.i:on for
accountabil ilty;

a..Decision mak1ingchain may be, shown through a fliow chart:
b. Dellegati:on of powers (Adlmriniistra·tive·and financial)
c Incase of alteranon of en 1existing1 decision ~1m1aking1process or
adopting an entir,ely new precess! such changes must be
e)\pllained iin siimple language rin order to enable people to easilly
understand ~h:echanges. made,

e) Cmiz,en Charter with mne-bomd delrivery of servioe standards and
man irtori1ngreports:
nl s,iimplif~ed versions of budgets of the organization and au~ho:riti1eSthere
under iincludling1types of plans/pro~ects wirth 1otal alllocation·
·g} Budgets and 1hei1rperiiodic monito:ring1 reports in a more user=firiendlly
manner ~hrourgihgraphs and tables:
h) Alli informati:on relating to socrial satety net/ poverty allevaton projects
heanh care and fam iilywel~,areproiects and Iiis,tof beneficii.ani,esa~ang with
allocations rincash or in kind~:
i1)AdMoes or sug:gesti1ons giv,en by .any committee, board or cauncri~
formed by any authority .andldeclsons ihereot

j} All kinds of Devellopm,ent works/projects and contract agreement Wiiih
bri1e.fof the proect, estrnated expend i11ure! contract period etc ..~
k) !Information pe1t1aining110 IR'lllAppli:cati:ons.,,Appeals and Oornplants and
disposal thereot
I} Proactirve Disclosure Mlonirtoning Report (lit rnay be done by 1bhirdparty
Iiike Inforrnation Corrmlsson ..) etc

Other hems of dsclosure that have not been made mandatory under Sections
6· of 1bheRiiglht to llnformatiion Act 2009 or under ·~he Rri,ght to lntormaton
(D:isclosure of !Information) Reg1ulla1ions,2011 O may include the, followi1ng:

- -

a) ntorrnauon related to procurement:
i. Pulbilica1ion of notce/tender docunents;
i~.Corriigenda 1hereon:
1~ii.. Detai Its of bid awards;
iv. Particullars of the· supplier of goods/services bei1ng procured or
1he work connects entered:
v; R:a1e·and total amount of such procurement o:r work contract etc

b) Publtc Priivaie Partnership:·
I. PPP Contract:
11.Concession Ag1reement information aoout fees, 1ollls,or other kiindls
of revenue that may be colected;
1111..Deta;illed project reports .and lnfo:rm.ation in respect of outouts
.and outcomes:
IV..Operaflon and meintenance rneruals:
V. Process of selecnon of the private, sector party:
VII..Pay1m1entsmade/revenue oolllected under fhe PPP project:
Vllll.Other documents generated .as part of mplementaton of the·
PPP project etc,

c} Transfer PoHcy and Iransler Orders:
I. Transfer Paliicy in general!
II. Iranster orders except security and intellligence personnel

d) Audi1 report, ,CAG and PAC paragraphs
,e) Discretlonary~Non~di1scretionary grantsj, stoerds, scholarsh ps or other
f 'll"t'' ,, . I d' b ''dI d d''1' +:h fac11.11,esnc u 1ng1su · s~.·ies anc con •.•rnons ~·ereo
f) Fore,i1gintau rs of the high off i1ciials
g) !Information on web-based publrications
h) Timel~· upd ating of iinformaton with 1bhe1ielld "IDate last updatedl"
(DD,/MMffl)

Pr-oactive disc!l:osure· and Onlirn.e Gov,ernance P1ractioes, irn IBangladeslh
Bangladesh is now lln the process of digitalriza1ion of difieren1 .actirvii1iesand
servces provided 10 the clnzens by verous org1ani~ations. Some of 1he best
practces bering folllowed iinclude~

• lfve tellecas.t of parlriamentary discussions·

• On lline suomsslon of appllication fo:r .admlsson

• Results puolshed 1in~he·websrte:
• Iraosler, promotion! pds, scho!l.arshi1p,stipend infor1mlation in website
On line· llaw dirr,ecto:r_y·

• AJllllaws of Ban g1ltadesh

• Alllocation orders in the website:
• Bangladesh maps and forms 1inwebsrte:
• On line· lbiilliing(Dhaka WASA & ofu,ers) and onlline banking1
• Cause llst judg1m1entsin the, websiite;

• .SIMSco:mpllaint under MoHIRN

• On Iiine application, book ng~,e=ticketing! tendeni ng etc;

E-book of Fnance Div~si\on:

• www. servces. portal. gov,,bd (C'1~tta);
NlaUonal portal firam1eworrketc.
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Bangladesh: Right to Information Act, 2009
Rig1ht:to lnforma~ion Act, 2009 i1n1!Bangladesh
Right to lnforma1ion Act, 2009{RTI Act) marks a stage· in Bangladesh in its
constant persuasion for democracy: Access to information is an inalienable part
of freedom of thought I con sc ience and speech dlirrec1edby the consfitution of
me People 's Republic of Bangladesh, It is determined as the fundamentaJI r~ght
of the people and taken as a tool to empower ~hepeople as w·en.

Dasi rous of a po1ibcal system where the· right 1o rintormaton of the· people· 1is
ensured, it is expected that IJ~hetransparency and .accoun1abillity of alll pubk,
autonomous and statutory· orgBn zatons and of other private instirtutions
consttoted arr run by ·governm·ent or fore1ig1n ·financing shall norease
co:rruption of the same shalll cecrease and good gove11nanoeof the same shalrl
be estab~ished .... 111 These aims and obiecfives in v~ew the legris~ature of
Banglladesh.,, the 9th Jlatiyo Sang:sadl passed the law, titlled , 111 R1ight to
llnforma1ion Act 200911, Act no xx, iinlts ffrst session on 291 March, 2009..

The President of ~he R:epublic approved fit on 05 April, 2009 which was notified
iin the gazette on 6 Aprill, .2009 and has been commenced since 01 .Ju~y,2009..
According to this Act 11right to ntormanon means 1he ri·glht to obtaJin
infonmiation from any au~hority..11• This is mandatory ..111Information11 includes any
1m1e1m10.,,book, design, data, logbook, notification, audio, video, drawing!
pa~ntings etc, in short any imoITT11ationin relanon to ~heco ns1itu~ion,. structure·
and official acfivfies of any authonity. 111has 8 chapters with .37 sections ..
Section 07 of ·this chapter cll·ear~ points out reservation for iwenty types of
iinlorrnation, which are not mandatory for publ~cation or prov~ding ·wi'l!h.These
types of information includes mainlry lhose which may cause threat to the·
sec ur[y, integrity or sovereignty of Banglladesh1, secret infonnation received
from foreign ·government, intelllectual property privacy of the personal liife,
issues. and process o1 1inves.1~gation; matters pending betore any court of law
and which has been expr·ess!ly lorbldden to lbe publiished by any oourt of llaw
or 1nbunal or the d isclosure of which may constitute contsmpt 01· court etc.

As for 1he jurisdiction of the· Righi to lnfiorm.ation Act 20091 i1tcovers:

• Constitutional and statutory body

• Governm·en1 otnces

Au~onomous organiizatl:ons

• Publ1ic-pnvate partnership

• Pirivate organizati10n fu nctionring on contact wi~h ·the ·governm·en1

• Non-·govem1men1 org1anlizations (NGO) finanoed by 1he govern1m1ent or
foreigrn agenc1i·es.

Any orqaneanons or ~nstitutlons as may be notfied rinthe officrial gaze1t,e.
from11i1m1eto time by ~hegovernment

l1nformation 1Commissii~o:n

After the comm:encement of the RTll Act, llnformation Oorrmisson was
estabtshed on 01 July.,,.2009..

The commrission i1sformed with Chief Information Corrmlssloner who ~saJlso
the chief executive allong ·wi1hmo o1her corrm irss~oners, one of ·whom shall be·
a ·woman. The power andl maiin funcficn of the Information Commission are to
receve, inqui1r·einto and dispose of such oo·mp~.ain1,nam1elly

(a) Non appoiintment of offtcer~~n~charge by any authoriities or its refusal
to accept a request lor imormation

(b) A reques1 for informa1ion le.ft unattended,

(c) I~the appllicant is asked for fee or co:mipellledlto pay an amount of
f h. h h 'd1 t b bl 1' . . .... - . . .·.. . I . ·:. - .· I ·. I .~ . I . . ·..' - ' : .. . . ' . . I .·_ee w Jc e cons1 _,ers a e unreasona e,.e 1c.

The lnfo11m:atlonCorrmisson 1miayexercise such power as a cirv~Icourt does
under ~heCode of Civil Procedure,. 1'908 (Act V of 1908)

Performance· ·01f !Information ·Com1m1iss1onsirnce 2009
s.inoe its ncepton in 2009, the !Information Com1mission not only succeeds to
maks itself wel I=known in publlic Iif,e wi~hin a very short period but also to
establsh its i1m1age·as a public-·werare ilnstitu1ion. People11 s in1erestj fai1h and
trust can be taken as the· prme achevement of uhe 1C01m1m i1ssionunder the
leadership of 1hree veteran career bureaucrats of the R91publiic as ~ts chief
execunva The four other euccesslve commiissio:ners have also proved ·theiir

·efficijency in handling 1he cases of complaint and providing fair judgment in a
number of ciritica] cases re·~ated to public access to lntormatlon, Besides, the
lnforim1ationComrriss ion has undertaken a number of programs, i..e.,~

• lnlormation Commission has already arr.anged awareness buillding
session about ·the Ri·ght to lntormaton 1inaH 1bhe64 distri1cts and 18 sub­
distriicts of Bangladesh.

The· cornmesion has alr·eady competed training of 811468 designated
officers .apprising them about 11Jhelaw, ru les, r.agul!ations, procedures to
provde ntormatcn to uhepeope on 1heirrdemand. etc ..

One of 1he·oommissioners has allready visited four distr~Gts including 1he
remote troub:l·esome areas of Clhittagongr Hill Tracts to exchange views
witll the AdMsory commhtee assi1gned by 1he qoverrrnent to facillitate
free flow of iinformatiion to ~he people of ~hedistnicts ~hey be·lbng to. They
have been suggested to inirtia.te and nnovate effective programmes
suitable to the local culture to disseminate· knowled9e about the Aigrht to
Inforimia.bonat the grass root level!.

The lnfo:rmation Co:mmissi:on has so far colected 18!896 names of 1he
designated officers to provide lntormaton to the peopfre on 1hejr demand.

• It has aJIready opened its website: www.infooom.·gov ..bd Which has been
visited by 2·17 persons on an average- dai ~y.The e-rmai~account of 1he
commission is::cic@iinfoco1m1..gov.!bd

For populariZJing the commesloa ·effo~rt.1or free fllow of information
g1ranted by AlliAct 20091! 1itwent for text messaae, SMS. TV scrolll

The com miission also ~njtiated to make short documentary fillm 10 provide
message to the public regarding the utiili~yof the R.111Act 2009 in their
d ''ll 11··aJl1y l!Ves

• The- Information Oorrmlsson has .alread~ publ~shed a nurmber of book­
lets, posters, leaf -lets, yearly report, newsJl,etter,etc on the funcmioning of
the Corrmeson

It has celebrated the Right to lntormanon Day on last 28 September,
2014

It has settled ·740 out of 761 comolants and charged ·fine in three cases
for decllining1to provlde lntormaton on demand ~ntime ..

RTIIAct~ 2009- A st·ep io1 institutionalize demo:cr.acy
The ,government of Banglla.desh under ths leadership of Sheikh H!as~nahas not
only enacted ·the law; Right to ~nforma1ion Act 2009, but aJso takes sneers
effo:rts to bring iit to publ~c practices w~1hin 1he·shortest possble time..On l!as1
2·1 Octobe; 20114 the working group of the cabinet div~ston has passed an
order to form a 15 mernlber Adviisory Committee· to be chaired by the Deputy
Corrmesloner in alll the districts of ·~heIRepubl1ic..The terms of reference fo:r the
committee ·dlec~de for awareness bu ild~ng, settlement of dispu1es o:r
investi·gation in regard to oompllica.tions if' arise for implementation of the RTI
Act 2009, co-oronaton ot different governmental! end non-qovem mental
au1horiities iin their iinforma1ion providing fu notions, oelebra1ion of irnternatiionall
days for Right to Information etc,
It rs. expected now that peope mat 1he people of Bangladesh woulld come
forward 1o exercise 11hisvery nigiht and acknowledge ~heiir ownership ofr the
state The RTI'I' 2009 is an unique ·effort of couse, to emipower the people"

As for the ·everilastiing 11~inkage111 between the politicians and votingr publlic,
between the people and public admnlsnaton, in the· true sense of the term
1he poliUctd system of Bang1ladesh ~syet to instituUonallize the strat·egies and
aclhiev.em·ents of aJIII the h istalical protest .and movements, upsurge and
upheavals of strugglii ng people· in their nigihttorms and approaches'

Nleedless 1o mention that 1he enac1men1 of the Riigiht to lntormanon Act 2009
in Bangllades!h ~. a decisive attempt of ·~hepresent 14 Party .Allliance under the
leadership of Awami League 1o institutionalilz·e democracy in Bangrladesh. The
zea of ~he 111Spirrit11 of ~he·freedom Struggle of ~he peopte in 11971 is expected
10 rS"flect in fne enforoement of 1he people's supreme power in near fu1ure,.
what was asserted by the Father of the Nlation, IBangabandhu Sheikh MujJbur
Rahman ~nhis blazing speech del1ivered on 7 Mlarch ! 1971 , 111B.r·e~hrren!1(8eoplle
of Bang1ladesh} you ere aware- of ev·erything1 {state of affairs) of the land and
you understand .....~111
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RT n1tiatives of the Cabinet Div1s1on
Dr~Abu Sihahiiin M,.Ashadruzzamani,, Deputy Secretary, Cabinet D1~viision

Introduction
Ri,ght to information ils treated as an importan1
instrument for promoting1 good govemanoe. The
,Government of Bangladesh has passed ·the R:ight to
Information Act and established an ntormanon
Comm1ission ln 2009 wiruhthe- purpose of prorrotno
good govemanoe in tile country. The Government has
undertaken different 1in~tia.Uvesto exhilarate the
implementaton of the· IRT~Act so that ·~hecitizens get
the expected benefits out of this law. The Cabinet
Divis~on has been ·w0Mk1ing for intensijyi ng th~s
implementaton process and has been providing1
different supports to ~he llnformation Commissi1on in
this r,egard. Recently a ne·w post of a Secretary has
been created in tile Cabinet Div~sion~and providing1
supports ~n implementation of the RTI Act has been
made one of his r,esponsibi11ities.The ,Cabinet Division
has 1in~tiateddifferent programmes jointly with the
Information Comm1ission and separatelv for effect~ve
snplementaton of the RTIAct in the country.

RTI and the Nati,o:nal ~nteg1rilyStrategry
Ths Government has adopted a i'Nlationalllntegrrty s.trategry?NIS' in 2012 wi1h
the purpose of promoton of good g:overnance ~n the state· and sooety ..
Consider~ng RTI as .an important ingr,ed~entof g:ood gov,ernanc~ It has been
integ1ratedwi1h the strat,egy. 1Enforce1m1entof RT~Act' and 11Strengtheni ng of the
Information Corrmlssion 1 are two important action-plans of the INIS.Three·sub­
commttees have been constituted under the NIS in three priority areas among
which r~,glhtto infomiation 1isone·. During1·~heregular workshop's arranged for
the N~S tocel point officersj, implementation of the RT~Act and proactive
dsclosure are g1~venmuch errphass for promotion of good governance in
different IMinistr~es/Divisions and Institutions.. IRll has been inelludedl ~n the
model work-plan prepared for d~fferent Ministries/Divisions and !Institutions, In a
recent reseach conducted to assess the NIS irnp~ementation in the
Min~stries/D~visions.!implementation of tile IZTI and proactve disclosure was
one of the ind~cators.

RTI and Pir,oactiv,e IDi:sc·losure
Ihe gove·mment encourages proactve disclosure· of information to sensititze
ciuzens about me Governm1ent rues, regulations, po1licesJ' strategies and
activibes. Publication of annuaJIreport is one· of the mediums of proactive
disclosure. A recent reseach finds. that out of 59 Ministries/D1ivisions and
org1anizations!52 publlish the-i1ranrual reports. A portall fraime,work has been
develloped for disclosure of intormatlon at central and field-leve(I Government
org1anizations in proactve basis, where 25 ~housand websites have been
ncorporated. A committee has been forrned by ihe Cabinet Division headed
by the· Addirtional Divisional Commissioner at every 01~vision to monitor regullar
upda1e of the· websites. With the· purpose of highliglhting1·the importance of
right to irnorrraton, Cabinet Dlrvison has created! an RTI menu in its website
ncorporatrq aHrules, regulations, circulars and insnucnons pertaining1to rlg1ht
to information. Tbe Secretari1a.tInstructions has. been amended in 2014 where
instructions have been incorporated for adoption of a proactive disclosure
guideline and r,eguar update of information iinthe website for au the Minlstries
and 01i1vis1ions.

RTI lmplem,entation Plain
Cabinet Division ·with the support from IDhe World Bank has prepared an RTI
snplementaton plan titled 'Connecting Government willJhCitilzens.''..A workshop
was arranged for this purpose where ·frle senior ,government officlals re~t,erated
their commitments for imp~ementauon of the R:lll Act A working ,group has
been formed headed by the- Secretary (Coordination and Reforms) of the
Cabinet Divis~on for Identifying priorities and 1impllementation of the RTI
implementaton plan.

D1istrict.Advisory ,Co:mmilt,ee
CaJb,~netDivijsion has formed All Advisory Committee at every distdct
comprising members from Government N'GrOsJ,media, lavvyers, women and
the clv~I soclety The obacnve is to provide necessary coopera.Uon to the
Information Com1mission in effective implementation of the RTIAct and create
awareness among citizens on RTL ln~tiatirves have been undertaken for
providing necessary orientation and motivation to the adv1isory committee
members so that they can undertake necessary prog1rarnm,es for
mplementaton of the RTIAct by themse~ves.

Suppo,rt 'l,o,the lnform,alion 1Commiss1:0,n
As a part of extending1supports to the Information Cornrmsaon, ·the Cabinet
Division has been ·work1ingfor promoting appointment of Desi,gnatedlOfficers.
at alll the Government and non-ooverrmenta organ~zations..The Division has
instructed the· Deputy Corrmissioners for prov~ding necessary supports to the
Information Corrmsson in arrang1ing dirnferent sensnzanon and ·training
program1mesand in observing the 1 lnt,ernational Ri,ght to Know11 da.y at distr~ct
levels in befitting manner. C·abinet Division and the dlistr~ctadministra1ion also
work for the !Information Corrmisson every year in collec1ing RTll related
information from differ,ent government onices at central and field levells.
respectively for preparation of Annual Reports of the Information Corrmission.
The Cabinet Divis.ion,with support from the World Bank and MIRDI.,provided
RTI training1to 1he DesiiginatedOfficers. of ajl the 57 Miiniistries,Divisions and
Institutions.. The Division has been provijding1 necessary instructions and
motivaton to the concerned officialls of differ,ent Ministrtes and iDivisions for
effective impl,em,entationof the RTI Act too.

Conclusion
Adoption of Right to lntormanon Act Is a commendeble lnitiabve of the
Government. Th is. Act has. immense potentials for promotion of good
,governance· andl erroowerment of citzers. Almhough the !Information
Comrnssion is responsble for mplemeotaton of the RTI Act, diftierent
Government .and non-governmental organizations are the imp1l,em,enting
ag:encies of tih1isAct If this Act is implemented in an effective wa.yj,it wm not
only facillitate goodl g:ov,ernance in the public offioes,,,but also wil~protect the
Government offic~als from illlegaJIpraotces and undue pressures, Once good
,governance··willI be enhanced in the country, everybody will enjpy its benefits.
Tbis is why, everybody should oome forward to ~mplem1entthe IR'~ghtto
Information Act.
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